
Where Spirits Soar and Friendships Form 

 

Dunrovin Ranch is an engaging and safe neighborhood 

where DaysAtDunrovin members gather on the  

cyber front porch to watch a unique world go by,  

socialize, become friends, and dispel loneliness. 



 

 
Webcams Are Portals to Dunrovin Ranch  

The Sights and Sounds of Ranch Life Come Alive 

Ranch  

This webcam is atop a 37-foot-high pole and 

overlooks the barn, horse pastures,  garden,  

orchard, riding arena, the activity lawn, and the 

surrounding mountains.  Microphones are 

used during programmed sessions. 

Nest  

This webcam sits above the ospreys’ nest on a 

47-foot- high pole with an infrared light and 

ambient microphone.  Ospreys are present 

from Aril through September. Bird feeders are 

installed on the nest’s perch during the winter.   

Dunrovin Ranch is a Wellspring of Stories. 

What is a 

Cyber Front 

Porch? 



 

 

In Technical Terms 

D@D is a subscription-based and member-

driven social engagement platform focused 

on Dunrovin Ranch. D@D’s webcams  

connect members with the ranch’s animals, 

natural landscapes, activities, and people.    

In Human Terms 

D@D is a safe and  respectful gathering place 

where people immerse themselves in life at 

Dunrovin Ranch, participate in activities,  

engage with one another, and forge  the bonds 

of  friendship and community. 

Two Worlds Become One 
The Virtual Joins The Physical 

Bench  

This webcam hosts an ambient microphone, 

bird feeders/bath, views of the riparian forest, 

the trees where the ospreys perch to eat their 

fish, the abundant wildlife that pass through, 

and guided trail rides as they start and finish.   

River  

This webcam and ambient microphone are on 

a cantilevered pole for views of wild horses,  

birds, wildlife, ospreys fishing, boats  floating  

by, and trail rides fording  across.  The river is a 

dynamic world that floods and freezes. 

DaysAtDunrovin (D@D) is the Cyber Front Porch.  



 

Diverse Topics for Enrichment Programs  
D@D Works with Members to Identify Topics of Interest. 

• Ranch Life at Dunrovin — Dunrovin’s animals, guests, myriad activities, seasonal changes, 
inclement weather, and never-ending chores 

• Birds — Ospreys, bird feeding stations, water birds, eagles attacking the ospreys, hawks 
finding dinner at the bird feeders, visiting ornithologists 

• Horses — Horses free in the pastures, their care and management, their use in many differ-
ent activities, their training and grooming, horses as art, people learning to ride 

• Donkey DIVAS — Public appearances as Dunrovin’s mascots, illustrated comics, continual 
sources of merriment, authors of Animal Advice from the Wise Asses 

• Dogs — Dogs running amuck, learning to be scent, rescue, and bear defense, and wildlife  
location experts, dog field trials, retrieval contests in the river 

• Garden, Orchard, and Food — Flowers, organic vegetables, hops for horses, five types of 
fruit trees, campfire cooking lessons, canning, healthy eating 

• Reading and Writing — University Literary Book Club, Harlequin Romance Book Club, 
workshops on writing your life story, guest magazine articles 

• The Arts — Winter artist-in-residence, horse painting and decorating, collaborative art  
projects, musical theater and dance performances, singalongs 

 



 

 

Where Ideas Come to Life 
Dunrovin’s Cyber Front Porch Hosts Many Activities 

• Wildlife in Montana — Stories from Montana wildlife field projects, visiting wildlife experts, 
wild horse and elk herds, foxes chasing hares 

• Photography — Traveling and learning from professional photographers as they observe 
people, animals,  night skies, natural landscapes , and urban scenes.  

• Fishing — Fly casting and tying lessons and contests, tag-alongs with fishing guides 

• Fun and Games — Games of hide and seek, misadventures, treasure hunts, mystery guests, 
equine drill team, online charades 

• Exercise — Senior instructors teaching chair yoga in Dunrovin’s orchard or line dancing in 
the Dunrovin Dance Hall 

• Science Lab — Exploring science with an expert guide to make it fun and understandable 

EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS 

D@D’s successful Awesome Osprey Science Project serves as the template for collaborative 
educational offerings centered on Dunrovin Ranch’s many resources. Webcams open new doors 
for collaborative internet learning programs that involve seniors assisting the students. D@D’s 
educational focus is on short-term projects of interest to both seniors and students and creating 
opportunities for intergenerational collaborations.  

Indoor/Outdoor Mobile Webcam 

Dunrovin’s mobile web camera captures program activities both indoors and outdoors, both at 

the ranch and off site when Dunrovin people and animals hit the road. 



 

 

A Neighborhood Community of Place 
A Sense of Place is Fundamental to the Human Experience   

Community has become a marketing buzz word. The internet is full of communities of  action 
(people who want to change something), personality (celebrities), circumstance (people who are 
experiencing similar situations),  and interest (people who share common interests),  

However, The original definition of community is a place-based concept: a social group whose 
members reside in a specific locality, share  a government, and often have a common cultural her-
itage. This describes the D@D community. We share the place known at Dunrovin, we abide by 
standards of conduct, and we collectively  create a cultural heritage. 

People are of a place. It is where they accumulate experiences and memories. Scholars speak of 
the social and psychological importance of place as a holder of people’s stories, emotions, and 
senses of identity. A space becomes a place as people become familiar, imbed their values and 
memories , and develop feelings of security and belonging. Place is inherently diverse and power-
ful. People hold to place even during times of war.  

As a place-based community, D@D offers so much more than other types of internet communities. 

D@D’s neighborhood “front porch” analogy really holds. Neighbors gather under the protection of 
the porch to relax, socialize, and watch a familiar and interesting, but not continually demanding, 
backdrop for conversations. They notice strangers and wave to friends who pass by. As unusual 
events occur, they turn to one another in wonder and to speculate. Experiences become shared 
memories, creating friendships and a common history that is rooted in the place.  

A neighborhood is knowable and becomes familiar. It is personal and approachable. It is home.  
People make it their own and leave their marks. This is D@D’s magic. As D@D members become  
familiar with Dunrovin Ranch, they come to think of it as part of their neighborhood. It is a place 
they love, where they find friendship and a sense of belonging, security, and contentment. 

 
Dunrovin Ranch’s Arch is a Familiar Part of the D@D Neighborhood 

 



Research shows that friendships are more important then family in relieving loneliness, especially 

among seniors. Research also tells us that it take between 40 and 60 hours of contact to become a 

casual friend,  80 to 100 hours to become a real friend, and 200 hours to become a good friend. 

D@D facilitate friendships by going to great lengths to encourage member participation. It pays 

careful attention to the nature of its communications to ensure a respectful and inclusive social  

atmosphere.  D@D is neither teacher nor leader; members are neither students nor followers.  

Rather, everyone is in it together. Unlike a faceless corporation, Dunrovin is a real guest ranch, 

where staff members  live, work, and play. It’s a communal playground for all. 

D@D uses  all available means of communication— from high-tech web cameras to  old-tech “ snail 

mail,”  email, and telephone calls, striving to leave no one out. It facilitates relationship-building by   

hosting and facilitating a myriad of  programs and activities that connect members and provide 

them with a sense of belonging and purpose. Programs such as the Care Corner,  Welcome Wago 

Dunrovin Ambassadors, , Student Mentors, Chat Room Hosts, and Cam Operators , Programs hosts 

deepen connections, create shared experiences, and open doors to friendships. Dunrovin also 

turns to its community members to hire to perform appropriate work tasks.   

Scaling up. As D@D becomes a large community, members can voluntarily participate in surveys 

to enable Dunrovin to employ algorithms  similar to those used in dating websites to  identify like-

minded people, create opportunities for them to meet and converse,  and form smaller, “buddy-

groups” to  ensure everyone’s finds their own niche within the larger community.   

 

 Building Relationships with Deliberation 
Friendships are the Key to Relieving Loneliness 

• There are days when I can't tear myself away from watching the goings-on and wanting to hear from the other 

members ~ it is a place I look forward to visiting. 

• Dunrovin is like a home away from home, a place where I feel welcome and encouraged. 

• We are all friends. They are all ready to chat 24/7. Being a member at Dunrovin is a place to chat, share stories, 

pictures, videos, and whatever with a bunch very special people. Don't know what I would do without them.  

Members’ Comments About the  D@D Community 



  

Cost-Effective Relief from Loneliness 

Benefits for People of All Abilities 

D@D’s high quality, nature-based viewing is enjoyable and always available to those who are 

solely able to watch and listen, as well as to those who are able to more fully engage, participate 

in activities, and even assume official roles in the D@D operations. 

 

Everyone enjoys the sights and sounds of nature, music in the pastures while the 
horses play, and first-run movies followed by conversations with film producers. 

D@D Compares to European Care Farms for the Elderly 

Keith A. Anderson, PhD, University of Montana, writes in his paper, 

The Virtual Care Farm: A Novel Approach  to Addressing Loneliness 

and Building Community through Nature and Technology:  

 

“The virtual care farm concept is intriguing and could be useful for pro-

fessionals working with older adults on the individual, family, and institu-

tional levels. On the individual level, professionals could introduce the 

virtual care farm approach to older adults who are isolated in their 

homes due to  living in remote locations or due to mobility issues. On the 

family level, the virtual care farm could help link older adults with family 

members living afar and create shared intergenerational experiences 

with children and grandchildren. On the institutional level, professionals 

in nursing homes and assisted living facilities could incorporate visits to 

the virtual care farm into structured group activity programs or simply 

provide access to the portal to community members and let them visit 

the farm as desired. From a cost standpoint, virtual care farms such as 

D@D are affordable, and most older adults and institutions have the      

resources and capacity to engage in this activity.“ 



 

 

 A Mixed Age Community is Best! 

Connecting Seniors with People of All Ages 

1. Seniors, people with disabilities, and caregivers 

People who are homebound find hours of high quality  

edutainment and opportunities to broaden their horizons 

mentally and socially. 

2. Nature and animal enthusiasts 

Dunrovin’s live webcam broadcast sessions  with experts 

in animal training, wildlife biology, and natural resource 

management offer a unique forum for horse donkey, dog,  

wildlife, and nature enthusiasts to connect  and explore 

their mutual interests. 

3. Program adherents  

D@D programs such as Art and Animals with Lorraine 

Turner or the D@D Book Club attract their own group of 

followers who then join in on the wider conversations. 

4. Educators and students 

Many D@D programs, broadcasts and activities are  just as 

appropriate for children as they are for adults. Some of 

D@D’s educational programs have been used by schools 

across North America. 

D@D members  are not here because they are seniors or because they are socially isolated. They 

are here because it offers them interesting stories, beautiful nature viewing, and a safe place to 

make new friends. D@D has proven to be very attractive to wide range of  people, who benefit 

from coming into contact with one another. 

The Whole is Greater than the Sum of the Parts 

Connecting people of different ages, experiences, locations, and  

circumstances in a safe, caring online community centered on nature , 

animals, science, and the arts breaks down many factors that divide 

our society and enriches the lives of all involved. 



 

D@D Members Tell the Story   

       2018 Survey of D@D Members 

Demographics % D@D Members 

Gender: female / male 

Age < 60 / 60 – 80 / 80+ 

Education:    - high school / some college / college graduate +  

Living arrangement: alone / with spouse / group 

Population density: rural / small city / city / metropolitan 

Numbers years as D@D member: 1-2 / 3-4 / 5+ 

87%  /  13% 

17%  /  70%  / 13% 

28%  /  24%  / 48% 

30%  / 57%  /  13% 

14%  / 21%  / 26%  /  12% 

15% / 33% / 52% 

Opinions 

% D@D  
Members 

I often prefer watching D@D to TV. 

I love watching  D@D. 

Watching D@D is an important part of my day. 

I find real joy by sharing with other members. 

I think Dunrovin genuinely cares about members. 

I trust and like the Dunrovin Ranch staff. 

I feel less lonely because of D@D. 

Watching nature at D@D makes me feel good. 

I feel personally attached to Dunrovin’s ospreys. 

52% 

85% 

48%  

41% 

73% 

71% 

22% 

67% 

80% 



Different Products for Different Needs 

       Individuals, Families, and Institutions 

1. Website Member Subscriptions 

Target Market: Internet users over 45 year old 

Annual Price:  $88/Individual or $250/Family of 6 

2. Website  Subscriptions and Integration  

Target Market: In-home care companies 

Annual Price:  $240/Family of 6 

Custom contracts for integration of websites 

3. Corporate Nature Displays 

Target Market:  Residential care companies, Hospitals 

Annual Price:  $600/Display 

4. Cyber Senior Enrichment Programs 

Target Market:  Residential Care Companies, Hospitals 

Annual Price:  $300/ Resident 

 

D @D Member posts a photo  

of her cat watching Dunrovin. 

Seniors in a residential care 

facility  watch  Dunrovin. 

The Possibilities Abound 

Additional Ways to Connect 

• Dunrovin Monthly Lifestyle Magazine    

• Dunrovin in a Box (care packages)  

• Dunrovin merchandise and mooks 

• Friendship Circles based on interests 

• Visits to Dunrovin Guest Ranch 

• Visits by Dunrovin to senior facilities 



www.DaysAtDunrovin.com 

D@D is NOT about ranching. D@D is about using Dunrovin Ranch 

as a wellspring for never-ending stories. D@D enriches lives by 

bringing them into Dunrovin’s caring neighborhood to make 

friends and share  REAL LIFE stories — theirs and ours!  

 DaysAtDunrovin has demonstrable social, emotional, and mental 

health benefits for seniors, people with disabilities, and caregivers 

who live in individual, family, or group settings.  Connect your loved 

ones with this vibrant community where  they will enjoy endless 

hours of quality edutainment and engagement,  make new friends, 

laugh, share experiences, and develop a sense of belonging. 

Contact@DaysAtDunrovin.com   

406-273-7745  


